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Asian Criminology: The Concept and Paradigm
Jianhong LIU

Abstract: As the field of criminology mainly originated in Western society, scholars have modelled many
contemporary mainstream theories and policy initiatives off of Western contexts. However, research in international
comparative criminology shows that crime patterns, laws, justice policy, and practices vary across countries and
cultures; the dominant theories do not often fit non-Western contexts. A critical challenge for criminology is
to resolve the conflict between the universality of theories, a basic assumption of the sciences, and the cultural
variations commonly observed across countries, Asian criminology offers one response to this critical challenge.
Over the past 14 years, Asian criminology has developed into an influential subdiscipline of criminology, but
international scholars continue to grapple with its fundamental concepts and paradigms. Therefore, this article

seeks to clarify the concepts and paradigms of Asian criminology.
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